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THE PROBLEM

Coalition Forces are having difficulty 
obtaining ISR data and communicating over 

long distances within the Theater of Operations

Communication ShortfallsISR Shortfalls

Limited on-station time 
above critical areas in order 
to provide persistent 
surveillance capability

Current systems are not 
flexible enough to quickly 
change sensors to cover 
different mission needs

Cost of current systems in 
this role is too high

Lack of continuous line-of-

sight between sender & 
receiver 

Side-lobe interference from 
closely-spaced antennas

Manned fix and rotary wing 
aircraft are ñnot affordableò 

or cost-effective for 
persistent coverage
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FLYING IN AFGHANISTAN ïTERRAIN ISSUES
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The yellow circle represents the 
range limits for radio relay from an 

unmanned airship at 15,000 ft (4,572 
m) MSL. Plus the airship is mobile and 
can be relocated easily to obtain line-

of-sight in mountainous areas.

Afghanistan


