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7.0 Earthquake Strikes Haiti                   

January 2010 
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The Earthquake: According to the U.S.

GeologicalSurvey, the most powerful earthquake
(7.0 magnitude) to hit Haiti in a century struck 12
January2010shortly before 1700and was centered
about 10 miles southwest of Port-au-Prince.
Accordingto witnesses,it wasfelt stronglyin eastern
Cuba,more than 200 miles away. The quake took
place about 6 miles underground,accordingto the
USGS. At least 10 aftershocksfollowed, including
two in the magnitude5.0 range,the USGSreported.

LogisticsImpact: Major damageto the Port-

au-Prince seaport, loss of air control
tower/perimeter roads at the airport and major
building collapseseverelycomplicatedinitial search
& rescueand relief delivery efforts. Thousandsof
injured Haitians and displaced/missing AMCITs
required 24/7 medical & long term recovery team
efforts.
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PORTςAUςPRINCE*
30-40% destroyed

Commune population: 

704,776

Metro Population 

estimate: 2,000,000
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Transportation Challenges
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